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crowned the mountain, where, in deadly silence and icy sleep, lay
the heart of Sabella. Now the difficulty became immense, for if
they maintained enough heat to keep themselves alive they were
in danger every moment of melting the blocks of solid ice of which

the palace was entirely built, and bringing the whole structure
down upon their heads; but cautiously and quickly they traversed
courtyards and halls, until they found themselves at the foot of
a vast throne, where, upon a cushion of snow, lay an. enormous
and brilliantly sparkling diamond, which contained the heart of
the lovely Princess Sabella. Upon the lowest step of the throne
was inscribed in icy letters, * Whosoever thou art who by courage
and virtue canst win the heart of Sabella enjoy peacefully the
good fortune which thou hast richly deserved.'

Prince Mannikin bounded forward, and had just strength left to